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10" March 2025
Dear Parents, Carers
The Catholic Life of Our School Community

The school marked the beginning of Lent last Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) with two special services for Key Stage One
and Key Stage Two. Both services enabled the children to think about the themes of repentance and renewal during the
season of Lent and their lessons in Religious Education have allowed them to explore their understanding with bible
stories (scripture) and opportunities to deepen their faith. We were particularly proud of our older children who lead the
Key Stage Two service and a group of children who were appointed to distribute ashes to children and adults alike.
Previously, this group participated in a Commissioning of Ashes service where Fr Dominic blessed the ashes and spoke to
them about their role, as ambassadors of the Church representing Christ in this service. Their response was excellent.

The Mini Vinnies group project is to turn our wildlife garden into a prayer garden. The garden will be used for prayer and
liturgy sessions and classes will also be given the opportunity to spend time in the garden as part of their RE and RSHE
lessons. The project started after school on Thursday 6th March

The school has signed up again for CAFOD’s Big Lent Walk. The aim is for our children to participate in walking and
fundraising and raising awareness of inequality across the world. The money we raise by taking part in the Big Lent Walk
will enable CAFOD to continue fighting global poverty and working through expert local partners to bring real life
change to communities overseas. This is a great example of putting our faith into action.

Trust Philharmonic Trip Year Five

Today the Year Five will attend a trip to the Philharmonic organised by Pope Francis Catholic Multi-Academy Trust. We
will attend with fellow schools in the trust to participate in The World is One City - A Musical Journey concert.

Congratulations to Girls Football Team and Boys Football Team Winners of the Inaugural Pope Francis Catholic
Multi Academy Trust 6 -a-side Tournament

Both the girls and the boys six-a-side teams won the inter schools’ tournaments organised by Pope Francis Catholic Multi-
Academy Trust last Friday. The children gave an excellent account of themselves.

Cross Country Runners
Well done to all the children who continue to commit so well to representing the school at these events. Again we have

had some recently outstanding performances from Alicia Baranowska (1*)and Jayden Roden (2") in their respective
races against a wide competition of Liverpool schools. Many thanks to all school staff who work so hard with coaching,
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organisation, communications as well as parent support. The next Sefton schools’ races are on Wednesday 12" and
Thursday 20" March at St Mary’s Crosby playing Field and then Litherland Sports Park respectively.

Reminder Parents’ Meeting

Parents’ Meeting will take place on 1%t and 2nd April 2025.We will set up a booking appointment system online

School Meals Change of Provider

As part of Pope Francis Catholic Multi Academy Trust, schools have the opportunity to review services and providers in
the interest of best value for money. The Trust has negotiated with a catering company to provide school meals to our
children with effect from the Summer term. The current provider is Sefton catering service.

The greatest change will be the food itself as the catering staff have the opportunity to remain in their posts. The kitchen
servery(which the school/Trust own) and routines remain the same. The individual meal cost remains the same. We have
visited a number of schools who work with the new company and have been impressed with the food offer.

Secondary Admissions Profile Changes Again

The secondary school admissions profile will be of particular interest to parents who are thinking about secondary
education for their children in the near future. The numbers below show the current Y6 pupils’ secondary destinations:
Sacred Heart Catholic Academy 32

Holy Family Catholic Secondary School (Thornton) 5

St Michael’s 1

St John Bosco 1

Chesterfield 6

Sacred Heart Catholic Academy is now oversubscribed. As a Catholic feeder school, we are delighted to note Sacred
Heart gains in growth! The profile is returning to what it has been in the past.

School Admissions

The school’s September 2026 admissions consultation closed towards the end of last term with the proposal to
reduce the planned admission to 30 places from 45. This was against a trend of falling rolls and birth rate
projections. These strategic decisions are not irreversible but protect the school financially in the mid-term.
There are no changes to any of the structures for children who are currently in the school

Mobile Phones School Policy Year Six Only

Please remember that only children in Year Six are allowed to bring a mobile phone to school with expressed written
consent from their parent. This is part of our safeguarding policy formed from an expectation that children walk home
alone as they prepare for secondary education where an independent commute is the norm. The school bought a cabinet
for Y6 phones and will only keep Y6 phones during the day.

Should younger children bring in phones then the floodgates open and the policy is undermined. We are mindful that
some schools implement a total ban on mobile phones but our approach is proceeding from keeping our oldest children
safe if it is the wish of parents as they prepare for secondary school. Thank you to everybody for your co-operation in this
regard.

Attendance Matters!....... Late Arrivals Disrupt!

Recently, | have looked at the evidence of late arrival and impact on the late arriving child as well as the class and staff.
Many adults may relate to arriving at any meeting late and the personal degree of stress or worry experienced, knowing
that discussion/instruction cannot be re-explained. Unlike genuine absence, through ill health, we do have greater control
over punctuality. There will be exceptional traffic issues but all of our late-comers are totally reliant on adults getting
them to school on time. We have made great strides in reducing our persistent absence, let’s really dramatically reduce our
late arrival statistics so children have a more confident start to the school day. Many thanks.

Trust Attendance Data

School attendance data is collected by DFE on a daily basis but it is also collected by the Trust family of schools to help
us see where we can improve by looking at patterns and trends.
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Attendance Year to Day 28.02.25

Academic Year 2024 /25

94.44% T

Academic Year 2023/24

93.35%

Amongst the families of schools in the trust, St Edmunds and St Thomas’ Years 2,3 and 4 are in the top ten attendance

scores with Year 2 St Edmund’s and St Thomas’ recording the third highest attendance scores in recent data collection.

The Persistent Absence is reducing to 14.22% (below Sefton 15.45% and below National 14.78%

Class Attendance 03- ) )
Notice from Department of Education From August 2024,
07/03/2025 the f . :

Y e fine fqr school absences across the.co.untry will be ESO if .
Nursery 99.0% paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is
Reception 98.9% in line with inflation and is the first increase since 2012. In the
1C 94.8% R case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the

o same child within any three-year period, this will be charged at
2M 99.2% 7/\\? the higher rate of £160. Unauthorised absences do not have to
2G 97.8% be consecutive in one term to receive a penalty notice. They can
3S 96.1% be recorded over a rolling term of ten weeks.
34V 96.9%
4S 88.1%
5B 98.2%
5/6 T 89.6%
6H 96.8%

Well done 2M with your attendance!

Twitter X
See our latest tweets at:
@stedstthomas

World Book Day Celebration!
Well done to all the families who got in the spirit of World Book Day by sending their children dressed as a variety of
well-known book characters from children’s fiction There was a blaze of colour and creativity around the school on this

day as the children shared their interest in literature.

Thanks to all who supported the Nursery Valentines Afternoon Tea on the Friday we broke up for half term. It was a great
success and staff will continue to enhance the environment with the proceeds of the event.

Diversity Concert Harmony and Happiness Tickets Sold Out

Mrs Tyrrell’s dance club will be part of the Crosby Schools’ Diversity concert on Thursday 3 April 2025 at Mountford
Hall, Liverpool University. Ticket allocations have been sold out now. This is a great event and the children continue to
represent the school so well in this activity,

Trainee Teacher Placements

Year 2 classes are hosting training teachers from Hope University this year. Miss Wylie is working in Mrs Greaney’s

class and Miss Skipper working in Mrs McCormick’s class. We wish them every success on their placements.

Yours sincerely.
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Kieran A Loftus Headteacher Alison Pritchard Deputy Headteache
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