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20" December 2024
Dear Parents, Carers
The Catholic Life of Our School Community Jubilee Year

Thank you for attending our nativity presentations over the last week. The joy, enthusiasm and sensitive preparation
expressed by our children and staff during Advent reflect great hope and optimism for our Catholic community and we
would like to thank Fr Dominic Curran who has been so supportive in his advice, service and guidance to our school as
parish priest of Oscar Romero parish.

In each of the three presentations, the power of the child’s voice, as they share the Christmas story, may well have
reminded us why we have chosen to be part of a Catholic school community. In this regard | must commend the children
on their commitment not just in Advent but throughout the year and the support that they have had from their families and
staff has been crucial in this. Many thanks.

There will be a Mass on Friday 10" January at 930am in St Edmund’s Church (Years 2 -6 ) Parents welcome to attend

Final Total for Poppy Appeal £252.39 donated to The Royal British Legion charity
Breakfast with Santa

Many thanks to all who organised volunteered and served breakfast to dozens of excited children and many
thanks to Santa, too, for making a special guest appearance at our school at such a hectic time! The children
were delighted! Again. many thanks to all who gave so much of their time to the Christmas Fair with a fabulous
profit of over £900.

Book Amnesty

Have you got any reading books or Read Write Inc /St Edmunds reading books at home? Please please
drop them into the school office- all rediscovered school books gratefully received!

Twitter X
See our latest tweets at:
@stedstthomas_


http://www.sestcatholicprimary.org/

Attendance Matters

Class Attendance 09/12 -13/12 ) :

A Notice from Department of Education
Nursery 100%
Reception 89.4% From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the
1C 98.6% . country will be £80 if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid
M 98.8% 71,17 within 28 Qaysz.c)szis rate is in line with inflation and is the first
G 974% increase since .
35 96.1% In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second
34V 89.6% fine for the same child within any three-year period, this will be
4S 92.9% charged at the higher rate of £160.
5B 90.4%
5/6 T 90.4%
6H 79.7%

Under 90% Attendance Letters
Please note, all children who have attendance of 90% or below will receive letters as per school/ local authority
attendance management procedures

Well done Nursery and 2M with your attendance! These scores are wonderful!

Mini Vinnies
Well done to the children who were nominated as Mini Vinnies to support the work of SVP charity and they,
with their peers, will work hard to put their faith into actions.

Spring Term

The spring term is a busy term and starts on Wednesday 8" January 2025 with half term holiday commencing
on Friday 14" February and the children returning on Monday 24" February with an end of Spring term date
Friday 4™ April 2025. Please note that the last day of the Easter holiday is Easter Bank Holiday Monday
215t April so your children will return then on Tuesday 22" April

Year 6 will be going on their residential visit to Robinwood in Wrexham from 12" to 14" February.

Vacancies Advertised for 1:1 Support
The school has published two vacancies for 1:1 support for children with additional needs and details can be
found on the school website.

Enjoy a peaceful, restful Christmas break with your families during Christmas and we will look forward to seeing your
children return on Wednesday 8" January 2025. On behalf of all the staff, we wish you a very Happy Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Yours sincerely.
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Kieran A Loftus Headteacher



